
Elements of Halton: Brief for Freelance Creative Practitioner 
 
This document outlines the brief for a freelance Creative Practitioner for the Elements of 
Halton project. 
 
Background to project 
The Elements of Halton project is funded through a Royal Society of Chemistry Outreach 
Fund grant and will explore the scientific history of the Borough by looking at the chemical 
elements that were significant in the development of the Borough, from Cheshire 
sandstone which formed 200 million years ago to the development of the alkali process 
and production of chlorine, weaving in current themes around climate change and 
pollution. Ten local schools will each be given a period of time/element(s) to research and 
to develop into a performance piece working with a freelance Creative Practitioner. The 
original plan was that all ten pieces would then come together into a celebration event to 
be performed in two local venues and then at The Brindley Theatre. All HPAN (Halton 
Primary Arts Network) schools will also be invited to take part in the annual exhibition in 
February 2021 on the same theme. 
 
In response to the current constraints imposed on access to schools, singing and the use 
of performance venues due to Covid we are looking for a Creative Practitioner who can 
work with the project team and schools in a flexible way. The practitioner will work with the 
schools to tell their parts of the Elements of Halton story creatively. These stories will then 
be performed in a format which works within the constraints of Covid. In practice this 
means that the performances may take place at local venues, they may be performed 
virtually online or they may be recorded and made available online at a later date.  
 
The ten chosen schools will work with the freelance Creative Practitioner to develop their 
performance piece; and all the HPAN schools will have access to visual artists (funded 
through HPAN) in order to develop their exhibition entries. 
 
An example of an element/time period which would be allocated to a school is given 
below: 
 
‘the coming of the Leblanc process to Halton using Cheshire salt, Lancashire coal, lime 
from Derbyshire and North Wales and vitriolic acid/sulphuric acid already made locally – 
Na, Cl, C, Ca, O, H, S – and some of the local industrial entrepreneurs such as the 
Johnson brothers, the Hazelhurst’s, Hutchinson and Gossage’s who developed the soap 
and bleach industry’ 
 
Creative practitioner role 

• Provide support for the ten schools in developing their stories and planning their 
performance  

• Organisation and facilitating of the performances and the recording of them if 
required 

 
Experience Required 

• experienced creative practitioner: your experience may be in drama, storytelling, 
song writing or spoken word performance 

• experience of working with primary schools 

• experience of co-ordinating and overseeing performances 

• some local knowledge of Halton and its history - desirable  
 



 
Grant Management/Reporting 
The grant holder is Catalyst Science Discovery Centre and Museum who are responsible 
for the financial management of the funding and for overseeing the commissioned roles. 
The steering group for the project will also be made up of members of Halton LCEP (Local 
Cultural Education Partnership) and HPAN (Halton Primary Arts Network) who are 
supporting the delivery of the project. 
 
Fee 
A fee of £3,000 is available for the Creative Practitioner role; this is a flat rate fee not 
calculated by daily rate. Those called for interview will be expected to explain how the 
work might be allocated in order to achieve the expected outcomes. 
 
Timeline 

• Deadline for applications – Monday 1st September 2020 

• Interviews – if required, week beginning 7th September 2020 

• Appointment of Creative Practitioner – by mid September 2020 

• Launch of Elements theme with schools – beginning October 2020 

• Creative Practitioner work with schools October to December 2020 

• Performances – Jan and Feb 2021 

• Exhibition launches – February 2021 

• Evaluation – February/March 2021 
 
Please respond to: 
Project Co-ordinator Ruth Darling – ruth.darling@me.com by 1st September 2020.  
 
Please outline how you would approach telling the Elements of Halton stories working with 
the schools and explain your knowledge and experience in relation to the brief, including 
evidence to support this. Please also send a copy of your current CV. 
 
For queries about the project or the brief, please contact Ruth Darling 
ruth.darling@me.com  
 
Please do not contact Catalyst Science Discovery Centre, it is currently closed. 
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