
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background 

 

The Lampedusa Cross is made from pieces of a 

boat that was wrecked off the coast of Lampedusa 

on 11 October  2013. 311 Eritrean and Somali 

refugees on board the boat were drowned trying to 

reach Europe fom Libya. Inhabitants of Lampedusa 

helped to save the lives of 155 other refugees.  

 

After meeting some of the survivors in the church 

on Lampedusa, Mr Tuccio, the island's  carpenter, 

was moved by their plight but felt frustrated that he 

could not make a difference to their situation. The 

best he could do was to use his skills as a 

carpenter to fashion each of them a cross from the 

wreckage of the boat as a reflection on their 

salvation from the sea and hope for the future. A 

similar cross was made for Pope Francis who 

carried it at a memorial service for those who had 

perished.  

 

Mr Tuccio kindly made this piece for the British  

Museum to mark a significant moment in European 

history, the fate of many migrants and the 

traumatic upheavel for the inhabitants of the tiny 

island of Lampedusa. 

 

Displayed alongside the Lampedusa Cross will be 

boats from Dark waters, burning worlds by the 

Syrian artist Issam Kourbaj. Miniature boats made 

from recycled bicycle mudguards, jam-packed with 

upright spent matches evoke the plight of his fellow 

Syrians for whom the sea held less terror than the 

land. 

 

It is hoped that this Spotlight touring exhibition will 

provide partner venues with a starting point for 

discussions about how Europe has responded to 

refugees and migrants, as well as the ethical and 

practical challenges that mass movements of 

people present. 
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Key objectives 

 To provide an opportunity for partner 

museums to highlight important regional 

collections and make interesting 

connections with British Museum 

collections. 

 To encourage new audiences and repeat 

visits for regional museum partners. 

 To engage with local audiences around the 

themes of migration, mass movements of 

people and refugees. 

 

 

Tour Schedule 

The British Museum is looking for three or four 

partners to host this Spotlight touring exhibition for 

roughly three months each, between June 2020 

and May 2021. There may also be the possibility to 

extend the exhibiton to further venues.  
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Interpretation and design 

An interpretation package will be provided to all 

tour partners, along with guidelines for use. It is 

unlikely that generic interpretation panels will tour 

and it is expected that partners may wish to 

reconfigure text and design in conjunction with the 

British Museum.  

 

Marketing, publicity and programming  

Exhibition and marketing materials must include 

the British Museum’s logo, and logos of any 

associated sponsors. Press releases and all other 

materials require sign off input by the British 

Museum.  

 

Opportunties will be explored for all partners to visit 

the British Museum for collections knowledge 

exchange in advance of the exhibition tour. 

 

British Museum staff may also be available to 

provide talks or lectures during the exhibition on 

request. 

 

Display specifications 

Partner venues must conform to ACE Government 

Indemnity standards. Venues will be asked to 

provide standard facility and security information 

by completing UKRG documentation, as well as 

diagrams of the display and layout.  

 

Environmental readings of gallery spaces will be 

requested, and Specific environmental 

requirements for the objects will be confirmed in 

due course. All materials to be used in-case must 

be tested or previously approved by British 

Museum conservation.  

 

The British Museum may be able to provide a high 

spec tower display case to display the objects, if 

required by partner venues.  

 

Security 

The ACE Security Adviser will be consulted on 

security. The objects must be located in a gallery 

with dedicated invigilation during opening hours.  

 

Shipping and installation 

The object will be shipped by an approved fine art 

transport agent and accompanied by a British 

Museum courier. The exhibition will be installed by 

a British Museum technician with some support 

required by partner curatorial, conservation and 

technical staff.  

 

Costs 

Partners are expected to meet the cost of all 

interpretation production, marketing and general 

programming. Venues will be expected to cover 

the objects under the Minimum Liability 

arrangements within the GIS. 

 

The British Museum will cover the cost of all staff 

costs, administration, mounts, transportation, 

object preparation, packing and conservation and 

courier related travel and subsistence for the 

entirety of the tour. 

 

Any approaches for additional sponsorship by tour 

partners must be cleared with the British Museum 

and the crediting of such sponsorship discussed. 

 

 

Contacts  

Joe Edwards 

Dorset Foundation Head of National Programmes 

020 7323 8696 

JEdwards@britishmuseum.org  

 

Eleanor Chant   

Dorset Foundation Project Coordinator: National 

Programmes  

020 7323 8638 

echant@britishmuseum.org 

 

Sophie Szynaka 

Project Assistant: National Programmes 

020 7323 8937 

SSzynaka@britishmuseum.org  
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