
EDUCATION at historic houses: 
why, who and how?

TUE 12 February 2019
10 am – 3 pm
The Old Potting Shed 
Chatsworth
£75 (including VAT)

To book, please email sam.aaronberg@historichouses.org

or call 020 7259 5688

or book online at historichouses.org

Running an education programme is very rewarding and can 
be a really valuable part of your business. This seminar, led by 
a range of expert speakers in the field, will look at the benefits 
and challenges of setting up education programmes at historic 
houses – from working with children and young people to 
engaging with colleges, universities and adult learner markets.

Whether you’re thinking of starting from scratch or already have 
a well-established education offer at your house or garden, this 
lively seminar will leave you full of new ideas and will give you 
the tools you need to develop your education work with the 
benefit of new networks, resources and contacts.



12.10 – 12.30
Tiffany Brownell 

Learning and Activities Officer 
Kelmarsh Hall

SORTING THE PRACTICALITIES: 
THE RIGHT SPACE IN THE RIGHT PLACE
Providing learning programmes for varied audiences requires thought about where to 
run them and what spatial requirements, equipment and access you might need. Hear 
how the award-winning Learning & Activities Officer and volunteers at Kelmarsh Hall 
tackled that problem, and how best to work with architects / designers to make the 
most of the space you have.

LEARNING PROGRAMMES: 
WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU, AND WHAT’S IN IT FOR THEM?
Providing learning programmes can be a challenge, but it can also be very rewarding. 
Discover the benefits and challenges of setting up learning programmes and find out 
how identifying your house or garden’s ‘unique selling proposition’ can give you an 
advantage in developing an effective offer.

10.40 – 11.10
Gillian Wolfe CBE 

Historic Houses 
Learning Advisory Panel

DEVELOPING AN EDUCATION AND WELLBEING STRATEGY: 
OUR STORY SO FAR
Charlie and AJ Courtenay follow a broad and inclusive approach to learning and 
wellbeing at Powderham Castle in Devon – from running weekly fireside yoga classes 
in the State Dining Room to developing community-led sensory trails in the woodland 
garden, and partnering with local charities while welcoming education groups from 
near (local primary school) and far (University of Pennsylvania post-graduates). 
Since moving in in 2015, they have worked closely with their community to develop 
Powderham’s education, health and wellbeing offer, and are re-evaluating the castle’s 
historic role at the heart of Devon. Hear about their story so far…

11.10 – 11.40
Earl and Countess of Devon 

Powderham Castle

BREAKING INTO THE FORMAL EDUCATION SECTOR
Encouraging young people to value and get involved in the heritage sector will help 
to secure its future. Sara Main, formerly Head of Education at Chatsworth, will share her 
hints and tips about providing programmes for younger visitors (she’ll also reveal some 
hot-off-the-press insights into what they are saying about the heritage sector!).

11.40 – 12.10
Sara Main 

Senior Consultant 
Morris Hargreaves McIntyre

12.30 – 13.30 NETWORKING LUNCH

13.30 – 14.00
Dr Oliver Cox 

Heritage Engagement Fellow 
University of Oxford

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE – NAVIGATING THE IVORY TOWER
What exactly does academic research in the heritage sector involve, what’s in it for a 
private owner, and how can you get the most out of working with universities? Dr Oliver 
Cox, who’s built a highly successful team of academics and heritage professionals at 
Oxford and works with many privately-owned houses, shares his top tips for working 
with universities and students.

14.00 – 14.30
Lesley Owen-Jones 

Development Manager 
Heritage Lottery Fund

Gillian Wolfe CBE 
Historic Houses 

Learning Advisory Panel

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY!
As the Heritage Lottery Fund unveils its new Strategic Funding Framework in 2019, 
hear from Lesley Owen-Jones about the grant funding streams available and how to 
maximise your chances of a successful project proposal. Gillian Wolfe, who works with 
both the government and funding bodies such as the Clore Foundation, will highlight 
other sources of funding and some of the current issues around funding in the heritage 
and arts sectors.

CALL THE HELPLINE! WHERE TO GET SUPPORT AND Q&A
There is a wealth of support that you can tap into to help you with your learning 
programme development – whether you’re starting from scratch, refreshing an 
existing offer or developing innovative new ideas. Find out what support and advice 
is on offer from the Historic Houses Learning Advisory Panel – from bespoke site visits 
to regional networking groups sharing best practice. This session will also signpost you 
to a wide range of advice on the Historic Houses website, highlight training materials 
from similar UK networks and share the latest printed and on-line resources. You won’t 
leave empty handed! 

14.30 – 15.00
Historic Houses 

Learning Advisory Panel

10.30 – 10.40
Gail Bromley MBE FLS 

Historic Houses 
Education Adviser

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

10.00 RECEPTION AND COFFEE


