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Does my project have to be gallery/room-specific? 
A: Provided your bid meets at least one of the Fund’s four criteria, the project need not be 
confined to a single gallery/space. You may, however, find that the benefits of a site-specific 
intervention can more clearly be defined, and therefore make a more convincing case for 
investment. 
  
Will I be disadvantaged if I received an award last year? 
A: Not at all, previous recipients of awards are warmly encouraged to apply, provided the 
application does not cover the same elements of a project previously funded by 
DCMS/Wolfson Fund, or the Wolfson Foundation. Different elements of a large, long-term 
redevelopment may be eligible. If in doubt, do please contact the Fund managers at DCMS. 
  
Will a previous unsuccessful application or project affect my chances? 
A: As above, previous applicants are warmly encouraged to apply, regardless of past 
successes or failures. Institutions whose applications may have been turned down in the 
past are encouraged to consider the feedback given at the time. 
  
Are smaller applications preferred? 
A: the Fund welcomes proposals of all sizes (up to the £300,000 cap) and ambitions. The 
Panel will carefully scrutinise each application to ensure that affordability and project 
management considerations have been fully thought through. 
  
Are design costs eligible? What about technology? 
A: Design and project management fees are ineligible costs. Technology hardware costs are 
eligible, and the Fund managers will consider software/content creation costs where these 
are integral to the hardware and support Learning and Interpretation. 
  
Can I submit a project already in receipt of a grant from another organisation? 
A: Yes, a degree of match funding is required by the Fund, and applicants are therefore 
encouraged to seek other sources of funding for their projects. 
  
Is the 2018 – 2020 the last round of this scheme, or will there be further rounds in the 
future? 
A: This is the second and final funded round under this Spending Review term. Any further 
rounds will require the approval and investment from the existing partners, so no guarantees 
can be given at this stage. 
  
If awarded a grant, you will be able to drawdown your grant throughout the course of the 
Financial Year beginning April 2019, and ending March 2020. By the end of March 2020, you 
must be able to produce invoices for eligible costs in the amount of your total grant, in order 
to receive any outstanding monies. 
 
 



Do I need full planning permission and listed building consent before my application 
can be considered? 
A: We understand that approvals are not always straightforward. Where approvals from 
planning authorities are required for your project to proceed, you should clearly outline in 
your application key stages in the planning process. The Panel will carefully consider 
planning risk, alongside all other risks to project delivery, in reaching decisions on funding.  
  
Can my institution apply on behalf of a partner with whom we have a service delivery 
arrangement? 
A: In most circumstances, this would contravene the principles of the Fund. If you have 
queries about the eligibility of the institution that would ultimately benefit from an award, 
please contact the Fund managers. 
 
  
The DCMS-based managers of the fund may be reached at 
dcmswolfsonfund@culture.gov.uk 
 
 
 


