
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background 

 

In 2004 the British Museum received a bequest of 

211 prints and drawings from the influential film 

critic Alexander Walker (1930-2003). Undoubtedly 

one of the Museum’s most important bequests in 

recent years, the acquisition of these works has 

transformed and significantly expanded the 

collection of modern and contemporary Western 

graphic art. It is the largest bequest of modern 

works that the Department of Prints and Drawings 

has received since that of former British Museum 

Keeper, Campbell Dodgson in 1949.  

 

Walker was born in Portadown, Northern Ireland 

but spent the majority of his career in London, 

writing weekly film reviews for the Evening 

Standard for over 40 years. He also wrote a 

number of highly successful books about the 

British film industry and biographies of important 

Hollywood figures including Elizabeth Taylor, 

Stanley Kubrick and Peter Sellers. Walker began 

to collect prints and drawings in the early 1960s, 

shortly after he started to work for the Evening 

Standard. He began his collection tentatively but 

gained momentum as he grew in confidence as a 

collector, developing relationships with dealers in 

London and New York. Although the majority of the 

works date from the second half of the twentieth 

century, the collection covers the period 1908 to 

2002 and includes works by artists associated with 

the ground-breaking modern movements of 

Cubism, Surrealism and Vorticism such as Pablo 

Picasso, Henri Matisse, Joan Miró and CRW 

Nevinson. Other artists represented in the bequest 

include Jasper Johns, Josef Albers, Philip Guston, 

Chuck Close, Bridget Riley, Paula Rego, Lucian 

Freud and David Hockney.  

 

The exhibition will comprise 25-30 objects and will 

focus on works of art that mark a transitional 

moment in an artist’s career. Walker recognized 

that a change in direction or a breakthrough in 

style could often be seen in an artist’s graphic work 

and he purposefully collected prints and drawings 

that demonstrated this. The exhibition will include a 

range of works spanning the period covered by 

Walker’s collection and the various styles that it 

exemplifies.  

 

 
Reclining Figure, 1994, etching with plate tone by Lucien 
Freud. © The Trustees of the British Museum 

 

Key objectives 

 To encourage interest in the British 

Museum prints and drawings collection  

 To gain an insight into the motivation and 

selection of a collector 

 To encourage new audiences and repeat 

visits for regional museum partners 

 To reach a geographically diverse range of 

organisations to ensure the exhibition has 

the greatest reach. 

 

Tour Schedule 

The British Museum is looking for three partners to 

host this touring exhibition for roughly three months 

each, between April – December 2020. 

 

Partnership meetings 

The touring partners will meet for a tour start-up 

meeting in summer 2019. This meeting will be an 

opportunity to discuss the exhibition with the 

curator and loans team, explore the potential 

opportunities for programming at each tour venue 

and look at any potential training requirements. 
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Interpretation and design 

An interpretation package will be provided to all 

tour partners, along with guidelines for use. It is 

unlikely that generic interpretation panels will tour 

and it is expected that partners may wish to 

reconfigure text and design in conjunction with the 

British Museum.  

 

Marketing, publicity and programming  

Exhibition and marketing materials must include 

the British Museum’s logo, and logos of any 

associated sponsors. Press releases and all other 

materials require sign off input by the British 

Museum.  

 

Opportunities will be explored for all partners to 

visit the British Museum for collections knowledge 

exchange in advance of the exhibition tour. British 

Museum staff may also be available to provide 

talks or lectures during the exhibition on request. 

 

Display specifications 

Partner venues must conform to ACE Government 

Indemnity standards. Venues will be asked to 

provide standard facility and security information 

by completing UKRG documentation, as well as 

diagrams of the display and layout. Environmental 

readings of gallery spaces will be requested.  

 

The standard ambient conditions for lighting, 

temperature and humidity will apply of 16-25°C; 

RH 40-60% (with no more than +/-5% fluctuation 

about a set point in a 24 hour period). Lux levels 

will need to be maintained at 50 lux throughout the 

course of the exhibition. 

 

Security 

The ACE Security Adviser will be consulted on 

security. The objects must be located in a gallery 

with dedicated invigilation during opening hours.  

 

Shipping and installation 

The objects will be shipped by an approved fine art 

transport agent and accompanied by two couriers 

from the British Museum. The exhibition will be 

installed by British Museum technicians with some 

support required by partner curatorial, conservation 

and technical staff.  

 

 

 

 

 

Costs 

Partners are expected to meet the cost of all 

interpretation production, marketing and general 

programming. Venues will be expected to cover 

the works under the Minimum Liability 

arrangements within the GIS. Partners are also 

expected to cover the cost of attending the start-up 

meeting at the British Museum; however travel 

bursaries are available on request. 

 

The British Museum will cover the cost of all staff 

costs, administration, mounts, transportation, 

object preparation, packing and conservation and 

courier related travel and subsistence for the 

entirety of the tour. 

 

Any approaches for additional sponsorship by tour 

partners must be cleared with the British Museum 

and the crediting of such sponsorship discussed. 

 

 

 

 

Contacts  

Maria Bojanowska 

Dorset Foundation Head of National Programmes 

020 7323 8696 

MBojanowska@britishmuseum.org  

 

Eleanor Chant 

Dorset Foundation Project Coordinator: National 

Programmes  

020 7323 8638 

echant@britishmuseum.org 

 

Sophie Szynaka 

Project Assistant: National Programmes 

020 7323 8937 

sszynaka@britishmuseum.org  
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