
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background 

Iraq has an extraordinarily rich and diverse cultural 

heritage spanning thousands of years. The 

region’s remarkable social and technological 

achievements include early complex irrigation 

systems, the invention of writing, the first cities, 

and some of the earliest empires. This exhibition 

will explore the cultural heritage of Iraq, and raise 

awareness of the challenges faced in protecting 

Iraqi cultural heritage under threat. The exhibition 

will also highlight the work of the British Museum’s 

Iraq Emergency Heritage Management Training 

Scheme by linking star objects with the latest 

archaeological discoveries in the country. Objects 

will explore ancient Sumer, the world’s first literate 

urban civilisation, and will highlight the cultural 

diversity of Iraq as a region on the frontline of a 

power struggle between the Roman and Parthian 

empires. 

 

The Objects  

Approximately sixty objects from Iraq will be 

available to tour, the earliest of which dates to the 

third millennium BC. The objects will focus on two 

important periods in the history of Iraq and directly 

relate to current field research by the British 

Museum’s Iraq Emergency Heritage Management 

Training Scheme. The first section will focus on the 

scheme’s research into early city states and 

connect with new excavations in southern Iraq, 

whilst the second section will link collections 

material with current field research at Qalatga 

Darband in Iraqi Kurdistan, a fortified settlement at 

the frontier of Parthia’s conflict with Rome. 

 

The objects in the first section will explore how the 

ruling elite exercised power through spectacular 

elite burial customs and their close proximity to the 

gods. Objects from the Royal Tombs of Ur show 

how the ruling families of early cities were able to 

accumulate luxurious goods crafted from exotic 

materials such as gold, silver, lapis lazuli and 

carnelian. Temples were the most important  

buildings in early cities. The relationship between a 

city’s ruler and its patron deity will be demonstrated 

through the objects deposited in temples as 

dedications to the gods.  
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The objects in the second section will demonstrate 

the cultural diversity of Iraq as part of the Parthian 

Empire.  The Parthians of Iran expanded into the 

former territories of a Hellenistic empire 

established by a general of Alexander the Great.  

Finely carved alabaster statuettes, terracotta 

figurines, decorated bronze belt-buckles and 

anthropomorphic mirror handles depict figures from 

Greek mythology executed in local styles. 

 

The Parthian Empire became a locus of cultural 

exchange and commerce owing to its position on 

major trade routes between the Roman Empire to 

the West, and the Han Empire of China to the 

East. Objects recovered from Parthian period 

graves at Nineveh illustrate the survival of 

Hellenistic traditions, and the occurrence of Roman 

imports alongside local styles of jewellery. 
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Key objectives 

 To encourage interest in the rich cultural 

heritage of Iraq and raise awareness of the 

challenges faced in protecting Iraqi cultural 

heritage under threat. 

 To engage with regional Middle Eastern 

diaspora communities and audiences and 

explore how this community identify with 

their region’s ancient past. 

 To encourage new audiences and repeat 

visits for regional museum partners. 

 To reach a geographically diverse range of 

organisations to ensure the exhibition has 

the greatest reach. 

 

Tour Schedule 

The British Museum is looking for three partners to 

host this touring exhibition for roughly three months 

each between Spring 2020 and Autumn 2020. 

 

Partnership meetings 

The touring partners will meet for a tour start up 

meeting in January 2019. This meeting will be an 

opportunity to discuss the exhibition with the 

curator and loans team, explore the potential 

opportunities for programming at each tour venue 

and look at any potential training requirements. 

 

Interpretation and design 

An interpretation package will be provided to all 

tour partners, along with guidelines for use. It is 

unlikely that generic interpretation panels will tour 

and it is expected that partners may wish to 

reconfigure text and design in conjunction with the 

British Museum.  

 

Marketing, publicity and programming  

Exhibition and marketing materials must include 

the British Museum’s logo, and logos of any 

associated sponsors. Press releases and all other 

materials require sign off input by the British 

Museum.  

 

Opportunities will be explored for all partners to 

visit the British Museum for collections knowledge 

exchange in advance of the exhibition tour. British 

Museum staff may also be available to provide 

talks or lectures during the exhibition on request. 

 

Display specifications 

Partner venues must conform to ACE Government 

Indemnity standards. Venues will be asked to 

provide standard facility and security information 

by completing UKRG documentation, as well as 

gallery floor plans and suggested layout. We plan 

to have the Gudea statue on open display; 

therefore venues will need to provide suitable 

space allowing for a one metre security barrier. 

Environmental readings of gallery spaces will also 

be requested. All materials to be used in-case 

must be tested or previously approved by British 

Museum conservation.  

 

The usual ambient conditions for lighting, 

temperature and humidity will apply of 16-20°C; 

RH 40-55% (with no more than +/-5% fluctuation 

about a set point in a 24 hour period). Lux levels 

will need to be maintained to 50 throughout the 

course of the exhibition. Once the object list is 

finalised, the British Museum will advise on any 

specific object requirements. 

 

Security 

The ACE Security Adviser will be consulted on 

security. The objects must be located in a gallery 

with dedicated invigilation during opening hours.  

 

Shipping and installation 

The objects will be shipped by an approved fine art 

transport agent and accompanied by two couriers 

from the British Museum. The exhibition will be 

installed by British Museum technicians with some 

support required by partner curatorial, conservation 

and technical staff.  

 

Costs 

Partners are expected to meet the cost of all 

interpretation production, marketing and general 

programming. Venues will be expected to cover 

the works under the Minimum Liability 

arrangements within the GIS. Partners are also 

expected to cover the cost of attending the start-up 

meeting at the British Museum; however travel 

bursaries are available on request. 

 

The British Museum will cover the cost of all staff 

costs, administration, mounts, transportation, 

object preparation, packing and conservation and 

courier related travel and subsistence for the 

entirety of the tour. 

 

Any approaches for additional sponsorship by tour 

partners must be cleared with the British Museum 

and the crediting of such sponsorship discussed. 
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