
 
 
Exploring Ancient Cyprus in UK Museums  
 
A British Museum workshop for curators and museum staff working with collections of 
antiquities from Cyprus  
 
British Museum, 15 June 2017, 10.00 – 16.00 
 
Places limited, admission free 
 
Many museums throughout the United Kingdom hold artefacts from ancient Cyprus in their 
collections. Most were acquired in the 19th and earlier 20th centuries from explorers, travellers 
and colonial officials during the late Ottoman and British periods, though some museums hold 
important collections from controlled archaeological excavations. These items illustrate the 
fascinating story and distinctive material culture of the island over thousands of years, as well as 
the history of excavation and collecting of antiquities and the relationship between Britain and 
Cyprus over the centuries.   
 
Cypriot artefacts can be put to use within a museum environment in many diverse ways, but the 
cultures of ancient Cyprus are less well-known than other ancient Mediterranean cultures, and 
Cypriot collections are often approached as a group together with Classical, Near Eastern or 
Egyptian collections. Increased support and specialist expertise would enable greater use of 
these collections – whether in displays, education, visitor engagement, or in understanding the 
history of an institution and its locality.    
 
Using the rich Cypriot holdings of the British Museum, this workshop will provide both an 
opportunity for discussion and a practical introduction for curators who wish to develop the use 
of their collections according to their specific institution’s aims, needs and resources. 
Contributors will include curators and specialists from leading UK museums with Cypriot 
material, who will share their insights and experience of working on their own collections.   
 
Key aspects of the workshop will include:    
 

x Help with researching and interpreting Cypriot artefacts  
x Insights on documenting and digitisation 
x Object handling  
x Exploring collection histories – archives and social history 
x Displaying Cyprus within the specific framework of your institution   
x Public and community engagement 
x Networking with other curators of Cypriot collections 
x Engaging with Cypriot institutions 

 
This workshop is free, but numbers are limited. To ensure this workshop provides the greatest 
benefit to delegates, places are restricted to staff working in UK museums with ancient Cypriot 
collections. 
 
To request a place on this workshop, please email UK Partnerships Coordinator, Georgia 
Mallin, at gmallin@britishmuseum.org by 28 April 2017. Please include a brief paragraph 
describing your role and the nature of your organisation’s Cypriot collections. 
 
This free skills-sharing session is made possible by the generous support of the Vivmar 
Foundation. It is intended that this workshop will inform a series of sessions focusing on Cypriot 
collections in the UK, which are planned to be held at partner museums around the UK as part 
of the British Museum’s wide-ranging National Programmes activity. For more information on 
the Museum’s UK partnership work, please see: 
http://www.britishmuseum.org/about_us/national_programmes.aspx  
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