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Packard Curator – British Sporting Art 

Job Description & Person Specification 

Full Time – 5 Year Fixed Term Contract 

Salary – £35,000 to £40,000 (depending on experience) + Pension 

Based Full-Time in Newmarket (the post holder will be expected, alongside other 

members of staff, to be an emergency key-holder) 
 

Responsible to: The Director (Chief Executive), National Heritage Centre for  

   Horseracing and Sporting Art and the Curator/Deputy   

   Director 

 

Responsible for: The Packard Curator will be an integrated member of the curatorial 

team of the National Heritage Centre for Horseracing and Sporting Art 

(NHC) and will work closely with the BSAT Administrator.  The post-

holder will be a member of the BSAT Executive Committee and the 

Palace House Hang Committee. 

The Packard Curator will be responsible for the exhibition of sporting art in the Fred 

Packard Museum and Galleries of British Sporting Art at Palace House, Newmarket.  

The post represents an exciting opportunity to develop a specialist interest and 

expertise in British sporting art and to support the work of the British Sporting Art 

Trust in promoting the genre to a wider public.  The role also includes responsibility 

for developing and curating temporary exhibitions of sporting art in both the large 

and small temporary exhibition galleries of the National Heritage Centre for 

Horseracing and Sporting Art.  The post is funded by the generosity of the Packard 

Foundation and the Patron of the British Sporting Art Trust, Sir Samuel Whitbread. 
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Background 

 

The British Sporting Art Trust was established in 1977 to bring together a representative 

collection of sporting art for public exhibition and to promote interest in the subject. The Trust 

(Reg. Charity No. 274156) runs an active membership programme with regular exhibitions at 

the Vestey Gallery of British Sporting Art in Newmarket and frequent visits and events.  Two 

essays on sporting artists by leading experts are published each year together with two 

Newsletters. In addition to the collection of British sporting paintings, prints and sculpture the 

Trust has a comprehensive library and archive available to researchers. The work of the 

Trust is supported by a part-time administrator and a volunteer Executive Committee which 

carries out much of the work in relation to membership activities. (see also: www.bsat.co.uk). 

The National Horseracing Museum was originally opened to the public in 1983 and holds a 

nationally and internationally significant collection of fine and decorative art, social history 

objects, archive material and photographs relating to the history and science of racehorses 

and the people and places connected with the sport and industry of horseracing. The NHRM 

is a registered charity (No. 283656) and operates independently of the government, local 

authority and racing industry. It relies wholly on income from ticket admissions, sponsorship, 

donations and trading through its café and shop. 

The British Sporting Art Trust and the National Horseracing Museum have been involved in a 

major redevelopment project over the last few years which has seen them move to the 

surviving portion of Charles II’s racing palace in the town. The site which comprises a total of 

five acres in the heart of Newmarket has allowed the museum for the first time, in 

partnership with the Retraining of Racehorses charity, to show live horses to the public as 

part of the visitor experience. 

The new venue which was formally opened by Her Majesty The Queen on 3rd November 

2016 is branded as Palace House, Newmarket: the National Heritage Centre for 

Horseracing and Sporting Art and comprise three distinct elements: 

• The Fred Packard Museum and Galleries of British Sporting Art at Palace House 
contain a national holding of British sporting art with paintings and decorative art 
objects drawn from the collections of the BSAT, the Tate and other public and private 
collections across the UK. 
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• A new National Horseracing Museum occupies the substantially rebuilt and extended 
Trainer’s House and King’s Yard stables and is accommodated in modern and 
innovative exhibition galleries.  

• In the Rothschild Yard and paddocks, a flagship home for the Retraining of 
Racehorses charity provides the opportunity to explain the work of the charity to the 
public and to show a selection of racing’s equine heroes.  

The result is a compelling destination tourist venue which forms an integrated visitor 

attraction interpreting Newmarket’s sporting and Royal history, showcasing the finest British 

sporting art, celebrating the town’s position as the international home of horseracing and 

encouraging visitors to enjoy the experience of interaction with live racehorses while learning 

about its unique sporting and cultural heritage. 

The NHRM and BSAT are independent charities but operate a unified staffing structure – the 

Packard Curator (British Sporting Art) will be line managed by the Director of the National 

Heritage Centre. This post is in the first instance offered as a fixed term contract (5 years). 

Job Function - Summary 

The role of the Packard Curator is to be responsible for the documentation, management 

and interpretation of the British sporting art collections including the BSAT’s own permanent 

collection as well as long-term loans from public and private collections (particularly Tate 

Britain). This will be achieved by developing specialist knowledge of those collections and 

the subject of British sporting art in its widest cultural context. This post in initially funded for 

5 years. 

Main Duties and Responsibilities 

Exhibitions: 

• Conduct curatorial research for exhibitions and publications; 
• Work with BSAT members, artists, collectors, colleagues, and the museum Curator 

to secure loans and arrange transport of artwork; 
• Obtain all necessary permissions for images and maintain accurate credit lines; 
• Maintain accurate exhibition checklists, image files, funder credit lines, lenders, and 

other exhibition details; ensure accuracy of collection and exhibition information in all 
BSAT publications and on BSAT and NHRM websites; 

• Provide general curatorial support for the Curator NHRM/Deputy Director; 
• Develop a digital exhibition strategy to look at innovative ways of presenting sporting 

art to new and diverse audiences; and 
• Supervise and help hang exhibitions with the support of other staff/contractors. 
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Communication responsibilities: 

• Help prepare and edit exhibition descriptions and teaching materials including gallery 
guides, wall text, labels, website content, and catalogues; 

• Work with the Education Officer and Commercial Director (new appointments) to 
prepare and edit materials to promote, publicise, and interpret exhibitions and related 
public programmes; 

• Forging better links with sporting art collections, both public and private both in the 
UK and abroad; 

• 'Working with the Commercial Director and the BSAT Executive Committee to 
identify appropriate works from the sporting art collections to be used in 
merchandising; and 

• Work with and help train Volunteers in a number of roles including but not limited to 
acting as gallery guides. 
  

Programming responsibilities: 
 

• Work with the BSAT’s Hang Committee, the Heritage Centre’s General Exhibition 
Committee and colleagues to plan and coordinate public programmes related to 
exhibitions; and 

• Work closely with the Community Engagement & Volunteering Manager and 
Education Officer to foster the integration of exhibitions into education and outreach 
programmes. 
 

Financial responsibilities: 
 

• Work with the Director and Finance Officer to develop and monitor a delegated 
sporting art curatorial/exhibition/project budget including revenue and expenses. 
 

Administrative/Custodial responsibilities: 
 

• Provide logistical and administrative coordination of temporary exhibitions and 
permanent displays including being responsible for the movement, packing and 
hanging of artefacts and works of art; 

• To identify and advise the BSAT Hang Committee on potential loans and acquisitions 
in line with the BSAT’s collecting policy; 

• To ensure that all works of art coming into the collections are documented and stored 
or displayed according to museum standards with particular reference to security and 
correct handling; to update the accession register accordingly and arrange for 
photography; 

• To maintain the curatorial archives including the full cataloguing of the sporting art 
collections, physically marking with accession numbers and maintaining an 
appropriate conservation programme and records of conservation work undertaken; 

• To respond to written and telephone enquiries of a curatorial nature from BSAT  
Members and the public regarding the sporting art collections;  
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• To be responsible for the administration of Government Indemnity insurance cover 
(supported by the Curator NHRM) and loan agreements for sporting art (including 
supplying Facilities Reports and gallery details to lenders where required): 

• Prepare condition reports for outgoing loans; 
• To be aware of and able to undertake appropriate Health and Safety procedures and 

to monitor, update and implement the Museum’s Disaster Plan; and 
• To work on the forthcoming renewal of the BSAT’s Accreditation with the support and 

guidance of the Curator NHRM. 

The Packard Curator will be invited and expected to attend the meetings of the BSAT 

Trustees. 

Person Specification 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Degree in Art History/History – ideally at Masters level (or equivalent relevant professional 
experience) 

• Evidence of interest in and knowledge of British Sporting Art 

• Experience of working in a curatorial role in a museum or gallery environment – we are 
looking to appoint a museum professional who can strengthen the academic development 
of the genre 

• Demonstrable experience of research skills, preparing exhibition text and mediating 
collections to the public through exhibitions, publication and lecturing/guiding 

• Knowledge of/interest in new digital media 

• Experience of/aptitude for managing project budgets 

 

Skills and Attributes 

• Excellent organisational and time management skills, along with meticulous attention to 
detail and an ability to follow through and meet deadlines 

• Ability to take initiative and prioritize tasks 

• Sound research skills and an appetite to develop specialist knowledge and expertise in 
British Sporting Art – demonstrable enthusiasm for the subject 

• Good interpersonal skills, including the ability to work with colleagues in a collaborative 
environment 

• Comfortable and confident interacting with public, visitors, private owners, donors, Board 
members and a variety of external stakeholders 

• Communicates effectively with both internal and external partners using written and 
verbal reports 

• A high level of computer proficiency in standard business software including Microsoft 
Office applications (Word, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint) 
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Start date: As soon as possible 

To apply, please send your current CV and a covering letter, explaining your interest in this 

post and relevant experience and qualifications, together with details of at least two referees 

and information regarding your availability. Please also indicate if there are any restrictions 

on you taking up employment in the UK and, if so, provide details. 

Applications should be sent either via email to: sarah.tye@thejockeyclub.co.uk or in 

writing to: 

Sarah Tye, Group HR Adviser 

Recruitment (British Sporting Art Trust) 

Epsom Downs Racecourse 

Epsom 

Surrey KT18 5LQ 

 

Deadline: 5pm on Friday 3rd March 2017 

Interviews are likely to take place on 10th March 2017  
 

Equality The National Horseracing Museum and the British Sporting Art Trust believe in the 

employment and advancement of people solely on their ability to do the job required. When recruiting 

people, we will therefore disregard their gender, marital status, race, age, colour, nationality, ethnic 

origin, religion and sexual orientation. There will be no discrimination on the basis of disability. 


